REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


The Ieciinic of Operations Upon the Intestines and 

Stomach. By Alfred H. Gould, M.D., of Boston, Mass. 

Large octavo, pp. 302. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Com¬ 
pany, 1906. 

This book is the result of experimental work, the aim of the 
author having been to study a mechanical subject in the only 
avadable way, t.e., upon animals. Of the multitude of intestinal 
and stomach operations which have been suggested during recent 
years, only a limited number have proved of permanent value. 
In the slow and cautious methods demanded in operating upon 
human beings, his responsibility to the patient prevents the sur¬ 
geon from trying to determine and to eliminate unnecessary 
technical steps. 

The operations chosen for the experimental tests were those 
most used to-day, and with that as a basis, a discriminating and 
critical experimental study was carried out upon animals and the 
cadaver. In the course of the work a great many new details 
came up which proved to be of importance heretofore not 
appreciated. 

The book deals essentially with the elementary details. It 
is a book about technic, and an understanding of the min- 
utke which, combined, make up the operation. This means 
accurate technic. 

The first chapter deals with repair. This is inserted to give 
the reader confidence that, if the work is done according to the 
rules laid down later, the healing of the intestines is bound to 
follow in fairly set grooves. 

A great deal of attention is given to tying knots, suture 
material, stitches, needles, clamps, in order to show just how these 
are employed. This chapter leads naturally to a brief considera¬ 
tion of the anatomical questions which are involved in intestinal 
operations. 
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The completed gastric and intestinal operations are easily 
understood by one who has made himself familiar with the ele¬ 
mentary matters. 

Surgical teaching is undergoing a change. The success of 
the book depends upon the recognition of the source from which 
the data comes. It is not hearsay, it is a discriminating criticism 
of the work of others in which are introduced a good many new 
ideas; in one case the entire operation is original. 

The illustrations are numerous and accurate; all possible 
details are cut out in order to focus the attention of the reader 
upon as small an area as possible. This has demanded an in¬ 
creased number of drawings, but in the end it has distinctly made 
for clearness. The number of drawings makes the text appear 
short, but the technical pictures in the text stand out as sharply 
as they do in the drawings. 

Lewis S. Pilcher. 


A Text-book of Diseases of Women. By J. Clarence 

Webster, M.D.(Edin.), F.R.C.P.E., F.R.S.E., Professor 

of Obstetrics and Gynecology in Rush Medical College. 

Large octavo of 712 pages. Philadelphia and London: W. 

B. Saunders Company, 1907. 

In the preface to this volume the author states that he 
has endeavored to keep constantly before him the following 
aims: 

I- To give prominence to the scientific basis of each subject 
under consideration. For this purpose the most thorough atten¬ 
tion has been given to modern researches in sectional and dissec- 
tional anatomy, histology, embryology, comparative anatomy, 
pathology and bacteriology, in so far as they bear on diseases of 
women, and the author has included the chief facts collected by 
himself in original investigations carried on during the past 
sixteen years. 

2. To study clinical phenomena in their widest relation¬ 
ships. 

3. To insist upon exercising caution in the adoption of 
therapeutic measures not yet thoroughly tested, especially of 



